THE  PLAY OF  MORE
In any single case this is remotely conceivable. What is not
reasonable is the number of these remotely conceivable
hypotheses which we are implored to make, rather than draw
the obvious conclusion that Shakespeare wrote the'three pages'.
As a proof that the parallels are due, not to Shakespeare's
authorship but to another man not quite perfectly imitating
Shakespeare, Schucking quotes from the 'three pages' sixteen
words and phrases which do not occur in Shakespeare. Now
as to phrases we cannot argue, because we have no statistics
of the number of unparalleled phrases which might reasonably
be expected in any passage of Shakespeare. It would certainly
be great: it is obvious that every page of Shakespeare must
contain phrases not found elsewhere in Shakespeare. Schucking
tells us that 'it were no error, if3 occurs in the 'three pages', but
does not occur in Shakespeare's works. Why should it? Putting
aside phrases, eight words are left which occur in the 'three
pages', but do not occur in Shakespeare. As to words, we are,
thanks to Schmidt's Lexicon, in a position to get reliable
statistics. Professor Sisson was good enough to make a rapid
calculation for me of the number of words not occurring else-
where in Shakespeare that we might expect to find in any
passage of his works. He spent much of a week-end and gave the
following figures. There are approximately 110,000 lines in
Shakespeare, and in Schmidt's Lexicon are from 5000 to 6000
words only occurring once: such words occur, then, on an
average, once in every 20 lines, and in the 147 lines of the
'three pages9 we should consequently expect to find seven or
eight. There was no collusion. Professor Sisson, when he
made this calculation, did not know that eight was the number
of words occurring in the 'three pages' but not occurring in
Shakespeare, in virtue of which Schucking disputes the
Shakespearean authorship.1
1 Exact figures cannot be reached without agreement on many principles; for
example, how far we should count proper names, or words involving them, and
what to do with compounds. Among the eight 'words' which I counted in
Schiicking's list are 'Harry groat', 'Troy weight'; perhaps these should not have
been counted as 'words'. The proportion of hapax legomena in different passages
of Shakespeare varies greatly. I took down Hamlet, opened it at the long speech
of the Ghost, and found a dozen words, not used elsewhere by Shakespeare, in
fifty lines.
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